
CAN WE GO TO THE WRITINGS TO GET ANSWERS ABOUT THESE TOPICS?   
 
RITES AND SACRAMENTS 
HOLY SUPPER 
How often 
Kneel or stand 
Come forward or remain in pew 
Minimum age 

            *Wine or grape juice 
Bread  leavened or unleavened 
Wheat bread or other 
Words said in preparing elements 
Priest takes before or after the people 
When it occurs in a service 
Which degrees of the priesthood can perform it 

 
BAPTISM 
Words said in baptizing 
Gestures used 
Sprinkle or total immersion 
Re-baptism 
Which degrees of the priesthood can perform it 

 
CONFIRMATION 
What age for boys 
What age for girls 
What words to say  
Which degrees of the priesthood can do it 
Whether to have it at all 
 
MEMORIAL SERVICE 
Which degrees of the priesthood can do it 
How to do it 
Whether lay people may speak  
 
DEDICATION OF CHURCHES 
Which degrees of the priesthood can do it 
What words should be said 

          *Where should the corner stone be 
 
DEDICATION OF HOMES 
Which degrees of the priesthood can do it 
Does there have to be a Repository for the Word 

 
ORDINARY SERVICES 
Time of day of service 
How many lessons 
Who may read Lessons  
Offering - a basket at the entrance or circulated 

Who may give the Sermon  
Usher - male or female 
Greeter - male or female 
Whether to have ushers and or greeters at all 
Choir sing in the front or back of the church 
Whether to have a choir or not 
Children's talk 
Open the Word at the beginning 
Close the Word at the end 
Translations of the Bible to be used 
Who can conduct worship 
 
THANKSGIVING SERVICE 
Whether to have it or not 
 
DOCTRINAL CLASSES 
Who may give them - priest or lay 
Include hymns and lessons 
Discussion allowable 
Frequency 
 
OTHER CLASSES: SUCH AS: BIBLE STUDY - 
YOUTH CLASSES - SUNDAY SCHOOL - 
CHILD OR ADULT - MARRIAGE CLASSES - 
MEMBERSHIP - ETC. similar questions  

 
NEW CHURCH COMMUNITIES 
Should the Church have its own communities 

 
ORGANIZATION 
GENERAL CHURCH 
Length of term of president or head 
How head chosen 
President priest or lay 
President male or female 
Have a president or not 
Annual or other meetings 
Who is in the chair 
Decisions by majority vote or unanimity 
Officers - their sex and length of terms 
Rules of order 
Having a separate corporation  
Must people join international body before joining 
local congregation 
 
ASSEMBLIES 
Frequency of assemblies 
Length 
Who chairs 

Who is able to vote 
Decisions by majority or unanimity 
What decisions are proper to it 
 
CONGREGATIONS 
Should a congregation have annual and/or semi-
annual meetings 
Who should be in the chair 
How is voting done at these meetings 
How much notice needs to be given for meetings 

What officers should a congregation have 
What are their duties 
How are they chosen and for how long  
Should it have Boards and Councils 
Who should serve on them, and how chosen 
What are their functions 
Quorum or not, if so how many make it 
 
SCHOOLS 
Who should be the head of a school - priest or lay 

Should sexes be together or in separate schools 

How are the fees worked out 
How is the curriculum established 
Do people need to be baptized to attend a school 

Is it evangelization 
Is it the most fruitful field of evangelization 
What is New Church Education 
 
 
DECISIONS AFFECTING THE CLERGY 

 
CLERGY DRESS 
What color robes, what fabric, one or two piece 

Girdles - what color, what fabric 
What color stole for 3rd, 2nd and 1st degree 
Whether stoles should indicate rank or function 

Whether we should have stoles and robes at all 

Clerical collars or not 
 
 
 
 
  

BISHOPS 
What are the functions of a bishop 
How the Executive Bishop is chosen 
By what percentage 
Job description 
Length of office 
What is the role of the laity in choosing a Bishop 

What committees should he form - advisory, 
consistory 
What are the functions of those committees 
Who are on those committees - lay - clergy - male - 
female 
Regional pastors 
Bishops representatives 

         *Should we have Episcopal government 
 
PASTORS 
What are the functions of a pastor 
How chosen 
By what percentage 
What role does the bishop play in Pastor placement 

What role does the congregation play 
What role does the pastor play 
How long should a pastor serve in one place 
Should there be assistants 
Are they associate pastors or assistant pastors 

Length of term 
Job description 
Who does Development Reviews  
Development reviews - whether to have them or 
not 
 
MINISTERS 
What are the functions of a first degree minister 

Who decides when someone moves go a higher 
degree 
How many degrees should there be 

         *Who can be ordained - male only? 


